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Summary
Undersowing with maize is possible…
… for all forage production operations in water protection areas
… �in extensive arable feed crop production operations seeking additional forage sources, particularly during dry 

years
… �in organic or regenerative farming operations, particularly those that do not have any organic farm manure from 

animal husbandry 
… �in conventional farming operations with maize fields in conservation areas that wish to reduce the application of 

chemical plant protection agents in maize cultivation and to reduce or eliminate mineral fertilisers

!European corn borer - stubble crushing should be aligned with undersowing
Maize stubble should be destroyed so that the European corn borer does not get a chance to pupate in intact 
stubble. How can this be done without also destroying the undersown crop in the process? The following 

systems are possible:

Crushing maize stubble in the autumn using a flail mower and roller: If undersown crops are normal or 
well-developed, these mechanical measures stimulate tillering in the grasses so that they become even more 
lush afterwards. In weakly developed stands, stubble crushing should be done only in spring. As an alternative 
measure in spring, soil levelling facilitates the further incorporation and subsequent decomposition of crushed 
maize stubble and introduces liquid manure or digestate into the top soil. If you prefer a clear soil bed, a 
combination of flail mowing/rolling followed by ploughing is an option. From the phytosanitary point of view, 
strip-tilling, and particularly direct seeding, is considered problematic in areas infested with the European corn 
borer.
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